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Minutes of Evesham Rowing Club Annual General Meeting – Via Zoom Online 

 

 Thursday 13th August 2020 

 

Present:  - John Lomas (Chairman), Martin Frangleton (Vice-Chairman), Sally Vale-Fisher 

(Secretary), Simon Andrews, Will and Amanda Baker, Jonathan Bomford, Tina Bonham, Chris Bull, 

Simon Edwards, Richard Evans, Rob Fisher, Maggie and Richard Forrest, Lisa Hobbs, Nigel 

Huddleston M.P., Mal Jablonska, Sue Lomas, Carol Lovelock, Andy and Helen Mitchell, Simon 

North, Steve Penrose, Nikki Pettit, Pauline and Dave Pollard, Mark Repton, Granthan Speake, Tracey 

Stapleton, Richard and Janet Sumner, Martin Sutton, Pat Sykes, Jude and Richard Taylor, and Hannah 

Wood. (36 members) 

 

Apologies for Absence:  - Tony Buttler, John Clarke, Karen Gayler, Frances and Paul Heneghan, 

Rose Ind, Claire Lees, Ruth Lynton and Tony Rowland. (9 Members) 

 

Minutes Silence for :- Three Vice-Presidents, Pat Burton, Henry Pearce, and Mike Sanger-Davies. 

Also, eight current and past members, Vi Clements, Dr Rex Colwell, Mary Crockford, Sue’s mother 

Jean Griffiths, Tony Manser, Les Ross, David Stean and Connie Stokes. 

 

Confirming the Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held on 25th July 2019 

 

Numerous acknowledgements – No objections. 

 

To consider Matters arising from last year’s Minutes – No matters arising. 

 

To consider and adopt Chairman’s report 

 

Firstly, thank you all for your attendance. 

 

What an eventful year – six months of almost constant flooding followed by coronavirus. I trust that 

you have all kept safe and my sympathies if any of you have lost family or friends to this awful 

disease. Times can only get better. 

 

Now to update you on the progress, or unfortunately again on rather the lack of it, with our subsidence 

claim. If any of you are unaware it is on the side of the Club opposite Crown Meadow where the 

squash courts back wall joins the downstairs training room and the upstairs ladies shower area. There 

is a large Sycamore Tree very close by situated in the park on Wychavon DC’s land. The very dry 

summer of 2018 caused the tree to consume vast amounts of water which was the major factor 

contributing to the subsidence. A test hole was dug in the drain under one of our drainpipes and a 

large tree root was found right alongside our wall. This prompted our insurance company to make a 

request to Wychavon for the removal of the offending tree. We have had numerous visits from 

surveyors and structural engineers since January 2019 and Subsidence Monitoring Metal Discs were 

installed at the end of April 2019 which have been checked every three months to see if the subsidence 

has stopped. An e-mail I received yesterday stated ‘The monitoring exercise is continuing and has 

been extended to internal cracks as well as external. This will continue until we can be sure the 

building is stable, or if it does not stabilize, what works need to be done to solve the problem.’. 

 

Even amongst the chaos the Club has made some remarkable progress this last twelve months. We 

have been helped enormously by getting a £4,000 Sport England Fund Flood Relief grant towards the 

November flooding, a further £8,000 Sport England Emergency Fund grant towards our loss of 

income whilst closed because of Coronavirus along with a £25,000 Government Small Business grant 

and additional furlough grants.  



 

  2 

 

The Balcony and the eights boathouse roof have been resurfaced and my thanks to Simon Edwards 

for all the hard work he has done on this project. Thanks to Richard Evans for his moving of the 

downstairs corridor door to near the top of the steps down into the boathouse. This will ease 

congestion in the corridor and bring more light into the corridor when completed. 

 

Martin Frangleton has been the prime mover in getting the inside stairs re-laid with Karndean flooring 

and the Club Office finished although not fully utilised yet. He has also driven the car park relaying 

and painting project and we now have wonderful lined car park as far as the entrance steps to the 

Club. We just need your support of the bar and café to raise the money to complete the rest. Next 

time to come to the bar or café you will be amazed at how different it looks. Martin and his helpers 

have done a fantastic refurbishment at a remarkably low cost in money terms but not in hours spent. 

Thank you, Martin and all the other helpers. 

 

Looking forward we are investigating a Members portal web based membership system to handle 

subscriptions, membership data and member’s e-mails. We had also been investigating an entrance 

gate restrictor and events of last week have now made this a necessity. 

 

I have given most of my other thanks in the Annual Report but yet again I forgot to mention Stefan 

Evans in my thanks to the bar staff – sorry Stefan. Please accept them now.  It has been another year 

when I have been proud to have chaired such a committed Executive Committee. As well as working 

tirelessly for their own sections they have equally contributed to overall Club business. My thanks to 

them all and I am looking forward to working with them again for another year. 

 

I am delighted about how much progress we have made in such a difficult year and I am looking 

forward to what the forthcoming year might throw at us. I hope that you will all join in and help me 

and the committee with our vision. Finally, as always, I give my special thanks to Sue as I could not 

have done it without your help – Thank you very much. 

 

Proposed by Granthan Speake, Seconded by Janet Sumner 

 

To Consider and Adopt sections reports 

 

Proposed by Granthan Speake, Seconded by Janet Sumner 

 

To Consider and Adopt Treasurers Report and accounts 

 

No questions were received. 

 

Proposed Simon Andrews, seconded by Richard Evans 

 

To Consider and Adopt any rule changes – there were none. 

 

To Consider and Approve the proposed Executive Committee Subscription increases 

 

JL explained that the Executive Committee have had a long look at the current types of memberships 

and have tried to simplify the offering.  A conscious effort being made to encourage families to join.  

The proposal was to keep all subscriptions the same but reductions in family subscription rates.  There 

are other types of membership still available but would not be publicised and could be accessed via 

discussing with the section captains 
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Increases were supported unanimously (none against) 

 

Proposed by Sally Vale-Fisher, seconded by Pauline Pollard 

 

Election of Officers -  

 

John Lomas Proposed and Martin Frangleton seconded all of the Vice-Presidents – all in favour, none 

against.  

 

Vice Presidents – Messrs Geoff Barnett, John Johnson, Miss Lisa J. Hobbs, Nigel Huddleston M.P., 

Sir Peter Luff, Richard G. R. Mumford, George Oxley, David W. Perry, Mrs Pauline Pollard, Mrs 

Sally Redgewell, Robert G. Speake. and Mrs Y. Enid Walker. 

 

Post    Candidate  Proposer  Seconder 

 

Chairman   John Lomas  Dave Perry  Chris Bull  

Vice Chairman  Martin Frangleton Chris Bull  John Lomas  

Honorary Secretary  Vacant       

Honorary Treasurer  Sally Vale-Fisher John Lomas  Dave Pollard 

Social Captain   Hannah Wood  Sue Bull  Dave Pollard 

Social Vice Captain  Granthan Speake Hannah Wood  Martin Frangleton 

 

To ratify the Executive Committee decision to appoint Mr Paul Heneghan as a Vice-President 

 

JL gave a detailed history of Paul Heneghan’s involvement with the Club to support the Executive 

recommendation appointing Paul as a Vice President – Paul along with his wife Frances joined 

Evesham Rowing Club on 3rd October 1991 and Paul has been involved in helping run the squash 

section almost from day one. Paul has been to the forefront of sorting out the squash courts especially 

after the floods of 1998, 2007 and last November. After the 2007 flood he designed and implemented 

the squash online booking system and a couple of years later added the heater controlling portion that 

has saved the Club significant electricity costs. Paul became Honorary Secretary in September 2008 

and continued in this role until August 2013 when he switched to become the Honorary Treasurer. I 

was very saddened to receive his resignation in March this year after seven years of being Treasurer 

following his five years of being Secretary. After nearly 30 years of service to Evesham Rowing Club 

I heartedly proposed him as a Vice-President and I trust that this meeting will endorse his appointment 

by the Executive Committee. 

 

This was carried unanimously 

   

Any Other Business 

 

• Simon Edwards commented that an absolutely fantastic job had been done renovating the 

Clubhouse bar and asked how much the works had cost.  MF confirmed the bar itself had cost 

just under £500 plus a new fridge £400.  Just over £1,000 in all.  The original quotes the Club 

had received from external contractors were around £7-8,000 so by members undertaking the 

work the Club had saved a lot of money. 
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• Simon Edwards stated that following the reports given earlier in the meeting it was fair to say 

that the subsidence claim had already been going on for a long time – how long before 

something needs to be done.  JL confirmed that Wychavon were insisting on all of the results 

being received before any progress could be made.  LH suggested that we consider asking the 

council to do the repair works required but suggesting the tree causing the damage be kept in 

situ – it was noted this would be a most costly route but ideally it would be a good outcome 

to keep the tree in place – noting it also provides a level of privacy from the park area. Nigel 

Huddleston M.P. offered to write a letter to the council and JL to pass on necessary contacts. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 19:57 Hrs 

 

 

 

 

Signed …………………………………………    Date ………………………………….  

 

 

 


